
Living for God
Daniel 6

When godly living can't be attacked, the enemy will try to find 
ways to attack living for God (1-9)

The enemies of Daniel looked for ways to attack his loyalty 
and credibility before the king, but Daniel's work -- his life -- was 
above reproach. Daniel certainly wasn't perfect, but his enemies 
were unable to find anything that could be used to attack Daniel's 
faithfulness to the kingdom and Daniel's integrity before the king. 
Because Daniel's godly living made it impossible for his enemies 
to find some major fault in his life, they decided to find a way to 
use Daniel's faith against him. The idea was simple: Persuade the 
king to make a law that would make Daniel's faith illegal to 
practice in the kingdom. Daniel's enemies knew that Daniel would 
not stop worshiping God. They knew that using Daniel's faith 
against him was the only way to bring Daniel into conflict with the 
king. Since they couldn't attack his godly living, they found a way 
to attack living for God in their kingdom.
1. Read Daniel 6:3 and discuss the following question: How did 

Daniel's faith impact Daniel's life?
2. While God's Word doesn't say that Daniel was perfect, it does 

say that he was found blameless in his conduct. What does it 
take to be blameless in our conduct today? Is it possible?

3. In what ways do we see the enemy attacking living for God in 
our lives, in our church, and here the U.S. today?

4. Examining your life, are you living for God above reproach?

When living for God is attacked, the right response is to keep 
on living for God (10)

From the perspective of Daniel's enemies, their plan was 
working perfectly! Daniel refused to stop worshiping God, and he 
continued to worship God in a way that made it easy for his 
enemies to collect the evidence needed to accuse him before the 
king. But for Daniel, none of this mattered. For Daniel, living for 
God was the only way to live. Not practicing his faith was just not 
an option. For Daniel, there was no king and no law higher than 
God and God's law in his life. So for Daniel, when living for God 
was attacked, the only response was to continue living for God 
because there was no other way to live.
1. Daniel knew that the document had been signed and that it 

would be illegal to keep on praying to the Lord, but he did it 
anyway. Why did Daniel do this?

2. Daniel didn't change his practice of living for God based on the 
change in his environment. Do you ever change your practice 
of living for God based on changes in your environment: From 
school to work to vacation to wherever?

3. Daniel's day was ordered by his relationship with God. How do 
you order your day, week, and life to prioritize and to be 
reflection of your relationship with the Lord? Do you?

4. Even in the midst of trouble and risk, Daniel still had 
thanksgiving to God in his heart. Take time now to pray as a 
group, thanking God for the opportunity to live for Him. Pray 
for the strength to keep on living for Him.
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When living for God leads to what looks like defeat, God is 
still the One with the power to win in the end (11-24)

The enemies of Daniel had him trapped. Even though the 
king liked Daniel and wanted to save him, the king's own law 
made it impossible for the king to intervene on Daniel's behalf. 
The king had no choice but to execute the judgment that Daniel be 
thrown into the lion's den for continuing to pray to his God, which 
was in violation of the king's law. There's no record of Daniel's 
response or reaction to being thrown into the lion's den, but 
there's one thing for certain: Daniel's enemies and the king 
certainly saw this turn of events as a sure defeat. Perhaps Daniel 
even saw it this way in his heart and in his mind, but what God's 
Word reminds us of is that even in the midst of what looks like 
certain defeat, God is still the One with the power to win in the 
end. A terrifying night turned into a triumphant victory by God. In 
His grace, God decided to save Daniel from death in the lion's 
den. In His grace, God decided to expose the evil motives of 
Daniel's enemies. In His grace, God decided to demonstrate His 
power to win in the end.
1. Just because God physically saved Daniel this time doesn't 

mean that he always will for everyone, but it does mean that 
he can. What hope does this bring to persecuted believers?

2. Do you really believe that God is the One with the power to 
win in the end? Have you ever experienced a time when it 
looked like the enemy had won, but God showed up in a big 
way to deliver you or someone that you knew?

3. How is this truth still true in those that God doesn't physically 
save like the Egyptian Christians that were just executed in 
North Africa?

4. How does God's salvation of Daniel and judgment of the 
enemy relate to New Testament believers today?

When living for God, God will use our lives to lead others to 
live for Him (25-28)

In a pattern that should seem familiar by now, God uses 
Daniel's faithfulness through a test of his faith to lead others to 
grow in their faith in Him. The king's response to God's miraculous 
salvation of Daniel was to proclaim a growing faith in God. In fact, 
God had taken what the enemies saw as a sure defeat of Daniel 
and not only used it to defeat Daniel's enemies but also used it to 
accomplish God's plans and purposes for His people. The work 
that God was starting in the heart of King Darius would come to 
completion through King Cyrus when Persia would be the one to 
let God's people return to Jerusalem and begin the process of 
rebuilding the temple and the city. Because Daniel made the 
decision to live for God, God used Daniel to lead others to live for 
Him. This started with Darius and eventually led to Israel's return 
from exile. In ways that Daniel saw and in ways that he never 
imagined, God used his life to lead others to live for God in their 
lives. God still does this today!
1. Daniel's faith impacted more than just Daniel. Who is God 

impacting through your faith today? Who will be impacted 
through those people in years to come?

2. Pray for each other for the faith to keep on living for God.
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